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Nature," and offered Ms heart "a daily sacrifice to Truth,."   CHAP.
He sat down to his task, then, not only with the fire of a     "^
pamphleteer, eager to do battle for Turner, but with the zeal
also of a prophet, bent upon explaining the works of God

to man.

His home surroundings were favourable to his work,
A London suburb is a humdrum place, certainly, after
Chamouni; yet nowhere, as Mr. Pater says, " are things more
apt to respond to the brighter weather, nowhere is there so
much difference between rain and sunshine, nowhere do the
clouds roll together more grandly." And Herne Hill was
in those days at the edge of the open country. Modern
Painters could never have been written, Ruskin used to say
in later years, except in the purer air of fifty years since.
In October 1842 the Ruskin household was moved to the
larger house and grounds on Denmark Hill (No. 51). Here
Ruskin's study, on the first floor, looked on to " the lawn and
further field"; while the window of his bedroom above,
looking straight south-east, " gave command of the morning
clouds, inestimable for its aid in all healthy thought." In
Croxted Lane, then a green by-road passing through hedge-
rows, "my mother and I," says Ruskin, "used to gather
the first buds of the hawthorn; and there, in after years,
I used to walk in the summer shadows, as in a place
wilder and sweeter than our garden, to think over any
passage I wanted to make better than usual in Mod&m
Painters" And, for his special art work, Ruskin was other-
wise well placed. He had Dulwich Gallery close by, for
examples of the ancients; and for Turner, he had not only
the run of the master's own gallery in Queen Anne Street;
but, nearer home, the collection of Mr. Bicknell at Herne
Hill freely open to him, and the yet richer one of Mr. Windus
within an easy journey at Tottenham. At Norwood, too,
within a walk of Denmark Hill, was Mr. Griffith, the picture-
dealer, who had first introduced Ruskin to Turner, and in
whose house pictures and drawings by the artist were always
to be seen. Entries selected from tie diary for 1843 affordall of some bounding rock, or the deep prolonged
